
October, 2005

Dear Colleague:

Since its implementation in early 2002, the Children and Hoosiers Immunization Registry Program
(CHIRP) has developed an electronic database that now includes more than 2 million Hoosiers of all
ages. All local health departments and nearly all school corporation systems in the state now have
access to this important repository of immunization information.  We continue to enroll health care
providers in private practice, hospitals, and licensed child care centers so that this easy method of
access to a person's immunizations is readily available. Parents do not have direct access to CHIRP
because it is preferred that the child's health care provider (medical home) be the coordinating entity.

There are two general methods of access to CHIRP.  Schools and licensed child care centers have
view-only access to be able to search for immunization records on individual children.  Health care
providers can choose either view-only access or full access, through which immunization records from
the practice site are entered into the CHIRP database by an agreement with the practice's billing vendor
or by the office staff. 

The benefits of using CHIRP include:
• Immunization information is confidential within a secure system design
• Records from multiple providers are consolidated
• The forecasting function recommends an appropriate immunization schedule individualized to

each person
• Vaccine inventory and usage are reported to each provider, VFC or private
• Mailing labels, post cards, or letters can be generated for reminder and recall
• Electronic clinic assessment software (CASA) can determine coverage rates
• Electronic reports can be produced for managed care plans and Health Plan Employee Data 

and Information Set assessments
• Simple training modules to become familiar with the system
• Support and assistance from the CHIRP Website and the CHIRP Support Center  

More information on CHIRP can be obtained by contacting the CHIRP Support Center at 
(888) 227-4439 or by accessing the Web site: http://chirp.isdh.state.in.us.

The Immunization Program staff at the Indiana State Department of Health look forward to your
involvement in CHIRP.

Sincerely,

Charlene Graves, MD, Medical Director

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.
Governor

Judith A. Monroe, M.D.
State Health Commissioner
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